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TThhee  BBaassiiccss  
����WWhhaatt  iiss  FFrreeee  EECCEE??  

��Government policy 
����WWhhyy  FFrreeee  EECCEE??  

��Greater access 
��Strong foundation for learning  

����WWhhoo  iiss  EElliiggiibbllee??  
��3 & 4 year olds from their 3rd birthday til 

their 5th birthday 
��5 year olds (in some cases) 
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TThhee  EEsssseennttiiaallss  
����FFrreeee  2200  HHoouurrss  

��Up to 6 hours per day 
��Up to a maximum of 20 hours per week 

����FFuunnddiinngg  
��Based on the average cost across NZ of 

providing early childhood education to the 
minimum regulation standard 

��Services cannot charge any fees for Free 
ECE hours 
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��Fees can only be charged for the non-
Free ECE hours a child is enrolled at the 
centre 

����DDoonnaattiioonnss//OOppttiioonnaall  CChhaarrggeess  
��Services can opt to request donations, 

&/or voluntary payments called ‘optional 
charges’ 
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TThhee  DDeettaaiillss  
����GGoovveerrnnmmeenntt  FFuunnddiinngg  

��Current funding 
��Free ECE funding 

����DDoonnaattiioonnss//OOppttiioonnaall  CChhaarrggeess  
��None proposed at this stage 

����FFeeeess  
��Remain the same for children under 3 

years, and for non-Free ECE children 
��Free ECE children will be charged for 

additional hours on a proportional basis 
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PPrrooppoorrttiioonnaall  FFeeeess  EExxaammppllee  
����CChhiilldd  XX  aatttteennddss  99  hhoouurrss  oonn  aa  MMoonnddaayy,,  aanndd  ccllaaiimmss  tthhee  

ffuullll  66  hhoouurrss  ooff  FFrreeee  EECCEE  
����CChhiilldd  YY  iiss  ffuullllttiimmee  aanndd  aatttteennddss  99  hhoouurrss  oonn  aa  MMoonnddaayy,,  

aanndd  ccllaaiimmss  tthhee  ffuullll  66  hhoouurrss  ooff  FFrreeee  EECCEE  
 

Child X Enrolled 
and attends 
9 hours 

6 hours 
free 
 
3 hours 
non-free 

No Fee 
 
Fees3/9ths of $33 = 
$11 fee 

Child Y Enrolled 
and attends 
9 hours 

6 hours 
free 
 
3 hours 
non-free 

No fee 
 
3/9ths of $30 = $10 
fee 
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FFeeeess  EExxaammppllee  ccoonnttiinnuueedd……  
Child Y – by the end of Wednesday, they only have 2 hours 
Free ECE remaining.  
+ �� �
 � �� � �� �� ���� �

�� � ������ � 
 �
: ��� � �
 �

� ��� � �
 ������5! �# �� 	 �
�� � �
 ������� 
 �� 6�
�
F ��� � �
 �� � � 3�����

;� �����
�
�
���
 F -: ��
 �� ��D � 	 �E �
D � � $� � �����

���� �� � �� �� ���� �
�� � ������ � 
 �
: ��� � �
 �

	 ��� � �
 ������
�
: ��� � �
 �� � � 3�����

;-1 �
�
�� ���� ���� ������
�" " ���
 ��E �D � 	 �����

Child Y - Total fees for the week = ($10 x 3) + $23.33 + $30 
=  $83.33. 

;� � '��� ������ ����! �� ���� �5� ���� � � ���� ������ � �� ) �! � ������� �� �� �� 
 6'�������� 	 �������� � �
 �� ������ � �� � ��
& ��� ��������� � �� ������� ��, '�
 � ����� �� ����" �� �" �� ) ��
 
 �� ��� �! � ������
 �� �  ��������� 	 �������� � �
 ���
 �
& ��� �� 
 �� �� " '��
 �0���� ���� � � ���� �����'������ �� �� � � �� �" �� �F -: ��
 �� ������� ���� ������ � �+ �� �
 � �� '��� � �
� � � �� �" �� ��� ������� �� ���� �� �� � ����� �� $�+ ����� ����� ��, �� ������� ������� �� �� � � �� �& ��D G � $� � '��� 
 ���� �� ��
���� � ���� ��D > 4 	 �" ���� ��, $�
0� ��
 
 ��  �'�& � �� 
 ������� � �� ���� ��� ������ � �� ������� ����! �
 ��� � �� �� 
 '����
 �! ��� 
 �������� ��� ��� � � �� ����
��� ��� ������� �����
 ��� �" �� ��� �����" ��
 � � �� �# ���� �� � � '�& � �� 
 ������ ����� �" �� � �� � ������ � ! & ���� ��� �� 
 �
�� � ��� � �
 �� � � �� ���� ������ � 
 ����� �� ���'��� � ��� � �! �� � ������������ � �
 �� � � �����  ������ �� � �� �� ���$�

 ��  ����������� � �� �����
 �" ��
 �� ����� � �� �����������! " � ���� ���� �& ���& ����� �
 ���� ����� � � ��� � �� �� � ���� '��� � �
� � �, ����� � ) ��� � � ��" ���� � ����
 ��� ���� � '��� �" �� � �� ��� � � �� ������ � � ��� � ��� � ��� �! �, ������& �
 ��� �������
������ ��� � � $�H �  , ��� �� ����� ����
 � " ��
 �� ���� �
 � ��� ����
 � 
 ��! �5 ����� �1 % + 6��������
 �& ��� ��� �" ��� ��� �
" ��" ������ � ��� ���������������� �� � ����
 ����
 ��� �� ! ��� ���� '�� �� ��� ����
 �� ��/ ����� ��� �� ���� ��� ��� � �, @��
�

TThhee  DDeettaaiillss  ccoonnttiinnuueedd……  
����AAtttteennddaannccee//BBooookkeedd  TTiimmeess  

��Minimum 6 hours attendance per day 
����AAtttteessttaattiioonn  

��Attest ‘Yes’ on your enrolment form 
Allocation of your child’s Free ECE hours 
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